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Dili Tol'OcaiAl'l) IK I IKK XlKIUi UNO IIIKIi liKIIKUTUNC l-'UK Dili 

XiKHKN-CiiiRrauiu. Von Du. M. Zo.xukk. Ilerlin: Yerlag 
von August Ilirschwald, tyo.p 

Dr. Zondek has had access to the many valuable specimens 
in Virchow's museum, and has made a thorough study of the 
phvsiology, pathology, and surgery of the kidney. 

In the present volume of too pages he treats first of the 
normal topographv of the kidney, and discusses the influence of 
pathological conditions upon the same. 

Xext is considered the form of the kidney itself and the 
internal structure of the organ, devoting much space to the dis¬ 
tribution of the arterial and venous channels, and the effect of 
the various surgical inroads upon the same. The last chapter 
treats of movable kidney. 

The work is an important addition to our knowledge of the 
surgical anatomy of the kidney. 

I’.\t;i. M. 1’ii.ciiint. 

St*u<iicAt. Anatomv. A Treatise on Human Anatomy in Its 
Application to Medicine and Surgery. lly John 1!. Dkavku, 
M.D., Surgeon-in-Chief to the Herman Hospital, Philadel¬ 
phia. Three Volumes. Vol. III. Abdomen, Pelvic Cavity; 
l.vmphalics of the Abdomen and Pelvis; Thorax; Lower 
Lxtromity. Philadelphia: P. Illakiston's Son & Co., HjO,p 

The present volume completes this work, of which the pre¬ 
vious volumes have already received notice in this Journal. It 
speaks well for the liberality of the publishers and the industry 
of the author that the number of illustrations as originally planned 
hits been increased from two to over live hundred. The quality 
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of the plates has not deteriorated, lnit has rather been improved. 
In particular, the tracheal-like rings which disfigured the arteries 
in the prior volumes have been omitted in this, and the necessary 
roundness given by a proper disposition of light and shade. This 
concession to art has sacrificed nothing of clearness in the teach¬ 
ing quality of the illustrations, and has rendered the drawings 
more artistic. This work does not pretend to he an exhaustive 
treatise on anatomy. It contains no account of anomalies nor of 
embryology, hut is rather a work on surgical anatomy, as its title 
indicates, which is meant to supply the place of the dissecting- 
room to the practitioner whose anatomical knowledge needs 
refreshing after an interval, long or short, succeeding his stu¬ 
dent days. It is the eye of the surgeon which needs instruction 
rather than his memory of abstruse and unnecessary anatomical 
facts, and in the absence of the cadaver nothing can serve this 
purpose better than these volumes of beautiful and for the most 
part accurate plates. Some references have been made in pre¬ 
vious reviews to exaggerations of size in some drawings, but 
no fault has ever been discovered with the relations of the parts 
depicted; and it would he strange indeed if into a work of such 
magnitude some errors did not creep. That they have been so 
few is a fact worthy of commendation. The distinguished author 
is to he congratulated upon the close of his labor on this work. 
No one but an anatomist, and one who has served a long appren¬ 
ticeship as demonstrator of anatomy, can well appreciate the 
enormous amount of work which has been required to complete 
these volumes. The author well says that cadavers suitable for 
clearly instructive illustrations are hard to find, and under the 
most favorable circumstances classical dissections are tedious and 
difficult. No wonder that it has taken nearly fifteen years to bring 
the author’s labor to a close. One must envy him the satisfaction 
that came to him when the last proofs were read and the final 
volume went to press. Me deserves well of the surgeons, who 
arc indeed his friends and appreciative well-wishers. 

Ai.ia-aixo.v T. Ihnsrow. 
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] Ikatii's I’racticai. Anatomy. A Manual of Dissections. 
Ninth Edition. Edited by j. Ernest I. an is, F.R.C.S. Phil¬ 
adelphia: I’, lllakiston’s Son & Co., 1902. 

This old and standard manual of dissections appears in its 
ninth edition, with some slight modifications and additions. It is 
a handy hook, and comprises in smaller compass than the more 
pretentious manuals—which, by the live, are not manuals—all 
the information and technical description that the student needs. 
Many of the plates are excellent. Some, however, suffer in 
clearness, as the result of long use in the press, aiul are more or 
less blurred and dark. For those students who want a manual 
or hand-book, and do not care for more expensive works, this 
old favorite still serves a useful purpose. 

Al.OKKNON T. llltlSTOW. 

Tkavahx dh Cmitntoit: Anatomo-ci.iniouk. Par Henri Hart¬ 
mann, Professctir Agrege a la Eaculte de Medecitie, etc., 
avee la collaboration de I!. Cuneo, (I. II. Roger, Soupault, 
(i. I.ttys, P. I.ecene, Leroy, Prat, Delaage. Voics Urinaircs, 
Eslomac. 113 Figures dans le texte. Paris: G. Slcinhcil, 
MCMIII. 

This work is a series of articles by Hartmann and his col¬ 
leagues of the Service Civiale, at the Larihoisiere Hospital, in 
Paris, and the contributions cover a wide range of work in genito¬ 
urinary surgery of both sexes, to which (and intestinal surgery) 
the clinic is mainly devoted. The hulk of the volume is taken 
up hv special articles, there being, in addition, a description of 
the new buildings, wards, etc., and a statistical study of all cases 
admitted since its opening. Among the more important articles 
on genito-urinary surgery may be mentioned those on tumors of 
the fatly capsule of the kidney, the indications, technique, and 
results of internal urethrotomy, the technique of perineal prosta¬ 
tectomy, and of intravesical separation of the urines. The arti¬ 
cles 011 stomach surgery include sections on the surgical treatment 
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of 11011-malignanl lesions of the stomach, the inlhienee of gastro¬ 
enterostomy on the chemistry of the gastric juice in pyloric 
ulcer, and (he pathological anatomy of cancer of the stomach, 
besides a report of a case of duodcuostomy by 1 lartmanu, the 
fourth on record. 

The variety and number of subjects discussed forbid ex¬ 
tended separate comment. They are admirably handled, both 
from a clinical and pathological stand point, and a careful analy¬ 
sis of the literature in many of them greatly increases their 
value. IScing mainly based on cases treated in this clinic, ab¬ 
stracts of the histories are attached. Among the geuito-urinary 
articles, Hartmann and Luvs have one on intravesical separation 
of the urines, in which they trace the history of the development 
of the operation and the instruments of l.amhotte, Xeuniann, and 
Harris. They have found the separator of l.uys, in its modified 
form, perfectly satisfactory, and the reports of eighty cases, rep¬ 
resenting 200 tests, are proof to the sceptical of the ease of appli¬ 
cation and certainty of usefulness of this instrument. 

We cannot avoid separate mention, also, of I lartmaun's 
article on non-nialignant lesions of the stomach, a most timely 
article, in which he analyzes the statistics of numerous surgeons, 
and discusses the various operative procedures, both with respect 
to their immediate and remote results, lie regards gastro¬ 
enterostomy as the operation of choice, not only for pyloric ste¬ 
nosis, hut also for the large majority of noil-neoplastic lesions. 
His views on the treatment of gastric ulcer are based on a logical 
conservatism, as is shown in the discussion of operation in the 
presence of large hieniorrhages, direct treatment of bleeding 
points, excision of the ulcer, and the value of medical treatment, 
and are practically the same as those of the American surgeons 
who have had large experience in this field. Soupault's article 
on the influence of gastroenterostomy on the chemistry of the 
gastric juices, a study of ten cases, is interesting in this connec¬ 
tion. Ctliieo has a chapter on the pathological anatomy of gastric 
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carcinoma from a surgical stand-point, which is a long and care¬ 
ful study from the laboratory of the hospital, and is finely illus¬ 
trated, as indeed is the entire volume, by numerous carefully 
executed drawings. The entire volume will amply repay careful 
reading. 

JolIX I I. Joi'SOX. 

Disicask or tiik I'anckkas: Its Caisk axd Xatukh. By 
I'A'urxi: I.. Oi'ii:, M.l)., Associate in Pathology in the Johns 
Hopkins I’nivcrsity, etc. I’p. 359. Philadelphia: J. II. 
I.ippincott Company, 1903. 

It is only within a very few years that the pancreas has been 
regarded as of sufficient importance to merit special study, 
although as far hack as iHfiy I.angcrhans pointed out peculiari¬ 
ties in its structure that should have served to attract careful 
investigation. Its contribution to the digestive fluids of the intes¬ 
tine has been deemed its only important function, and physiolo¬ 
gists have been content to dismiss it with a few words on the 
digestive power of pancreatic secretion. More recent studies of 
the adrenal, thyroid, and other so-called ductless glands, how¬ 
ever. and the recognition by surgeons of important pancreatic 
diseases, have awakened new interest, and the startling proposi¬ 
tions of Sajons have placed the study of the pancreas in the very 
front of the medical stage. 

I he hook now under consideration may well he accepted as 
an important contribution to this interesting problem, not only 
on account of the thoroughness with which the subject is treated, 
hut also because of the large amount of original work presented, 
the painstaking care evidenced in its preparation, and the mod¬ 
erate and judicial manner iu which the writer’s conclusions are 
drawn. A glance at the abundant references shows how care¬ 
fully the preliminary ground has been gone over. 

While probably the most absorbing chapters are those deal¬ 
ing with 1 he relation of pancreatic disease to diabetes meliitus, 
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because of the wide-spread occurrence of the latter and the 
doubts as to its etiology, of no less importance are the portions 
devoted to the consideration of fat necrosis, lnemorrhagic and 
interstitial pancreatitis. 

One can hardly fail to lie convinced that l)r. Opie has proven 
the islands of Langerhans to lie directly accountable for the 
regulation of carbohydrate circulation and elimination, lie does 
not discuss the method in which this is accomplished, lint he does 
conclude—logically from the facts as he finds them—that the 
presence of intact islands in fair numbers means the absence of 
glycosuria, and, conversely, that their destruction is associated 
with sugar in the urine. This points conclusively to the presence 
of an internal secretion and places the pancreas-in a sense among 
the ductless glands. I le does not claim that all classes of diabetes 
are of pancreatic origin, hut bv proving that many are he paves 
the way for the broader contention. 

Ilis experiments on the causes of luemorrhagic pancreatitis 
are hardly less interesting. The limits of a review forbid a de¬ 
tailed description, hut his methods seem to prove that chole¬ 
lithiasis stands in a direct causative relation; a gall-stone im¬ 
pacted in the diverticulum of Water being .sufficient, when the 
anatomical relations permit, to cause a How of bile into the pan¬ 
creatic ducts, with consequent htemorrhage into' the substance 
of the gland. That this does not occur more often is due to the 
frequent patency of the lesser duct—that of Santorini. 

He recognizes two general varieties of interstitial pancreati¬ 
tis, an interlobular and an interacinar form,—the latter more 
often associated with diabetes because of the more frequent 
invasion of the islands of Langerhans; the former seldom, if 
ever. 

1 'at necrosis is treated of at some length, with the conclusion 
that it is due to the direct action of the pancreatic secretion on 
fat, the escape of the digestant taking place through the substance 
of the gland. 
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Till? chapters on abnormalities, histology, hyaline degenera¬ 
tion, symptoms, and treatment can only he mentioned. 

The author's style is clear, his conclusions convincing, and 
the type is large and plain. What more need he said? 

Henry Goodwin Weiistkr. 

The Srttc.EKY 01 tiik Head. Ily I’avaud Holmes, ITS., M.D. 

Svo, 569 pp.; 14 plates. .Yew York: 1 ). Appleton & Co., 

kjo.v 

I his volume is evidently the first of a series to appear under 
the general heading of Surgical Kmergcncics. It comprises the 
more frequent, everv-day surgical affections of the head, face, and 
mouth, and is the outcome of many years of close observation, 
surgical teaching, and operative experience. The various chap¬ 
ters include complete and detailed descriptions of the surgical 
injuries and diseases of the head, both congenital and acquired. 
The amount of space given to the discussion of each subject is 
proportionate to its relative frequency of occurrence or theoretical 
importance. Carefully selected reports of clinical cases add much 
to the value of the work. 

I hroughout, pathology, diagnosis, and proper methods of 
treatment are the three cardinal features. 

I he sections on fracture of the skull, cerebral compression, 
and cerebral localization are particularly comprehensive and 
instructive. 

The author is a believer in the occurrence of cerebral concus¬ 
sion as a distinct pathological condition, and describes it as such. 

From cover to cover a clear, pleasing, and concise style is 
maintained, and the original methods of teaching make the book 
both unique and valuable as a surgical treatise. There are 
numerous good illustrations. 

It is to he hoped that the remaining numbers of the scries on 
Surgical Kmergcncies will maintain the same stamp of excellence 
which the fust publication has shown. 


Walter A. Sherwood. 
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SUKCilCAI. DISEASES OK THE AlSIlO.ME.X. I’«V RlClIAliO DoL’IU.AS, 

M.D., formerly I’rofcssor of tivniecology and Abdominal 

Surgery, Vanderbilt University, Xasliville. I’hiladelphia: 

1 ’. lilakiston's Son & Co., 190,5. 

The present work takes up in detail the etiology of the 
various diseased conditions of the abdomen, presenting the 
various discussions which have arisen in regard to each. The 
classifications are clear and concise; a comprehensive pathologv 
of each condition leads to the symptomatology, in which are pre¬ 
sented minute details which could only he learned hv a most 
extensive and intimate knowledge of the literature. The con¬ 
sideration of the indications and contraindications for operative 
procedure are accurate, brief, and indicative. 

Appended is a very complete and extensive bibliography, 
which marks a most gratifying departure from the usual treatise. 
The surgical procedure in most cases is indicated, but the author 
has omitted the tcclmi<|ue of the operation as being beyond the 
scope of the work. The volume consists of 864 very readable 
pages, the subject-matter itself being expressed in an interesting 
but at the same time accurate manner. 

To the medical student especially the book will he of great 
value, since it contains details which the larger surgical text¬ 
books so often omit, lie will particularly appreciate the accu¬ 
racy of the various differential diagnoses, which are well shown 
by the use of tabulated parallel columns profusely scattered 
throughout the book. 

James Takt I’n.cn kk. 

The Si'uoicai. Tkkatmext ok (Iastkic and Diookxai. l i.ciats. 

!!y 1 !. (i. A. Movxiha.v, M.S. (Loud.), I'.K.t'.S., Kngland. 

Senior Assistant Surgeon, Leeds (ieneral Infirmary, etc. 

I’hiladelphia: W. It. Saunders Sr Co., 190,5. 

It does not fall to the lot of every surgeon to he able to report 
his personal experience with such a long list of special cases as 
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docs Dr. Moynihau in (lie brochure now before us, nor can even- 
one point to such excellent results. 

Although the diagnosis of gastric ulcer and its sequela: has 
passed beyond the experimental stage, Ihc question of treatment 
is bv no means agreed upon, and any light on the subject is wel¬ 
come. To operate or not to operate in cases of gastric htemor- 
rhage is as much a moot point as ever, many authorities claim¬ 
ing that surgical interference is seldom, if ever, of real service. 

The table of cases here presented is interesting in this con¬ 
nection. The author reports twelve cases of perforating ulcer 
with six recoveries, sixty-nine cases of gastro-enterostomy with 
one death, three cases of pyloroplasty with no death, fifteen 
cases of hour-glass stomach with three deaths, one death follow¬ 
ing excision of ulcer, and one case of gastroplication with 
recovery. 

lie has found gastro-enterostomy an entirely satisfactory 
method of treatment in the relief of gastric nicer, most of the 
sixty-nine cases already mentioned having been operated on for 
the relief of that trouble. 

I'ointing to the unsatisfactory results reported after excision 
and other methods of treatment and the frequent need for sec¬ 
ondary interference, he says, “ In all cases, therefore, I submit, 
gastro-enterostomy, and gastro-enterostomy alone, should be per¬ 
formed. Kxeision is unnecessary, often impossible, always insuf¬ 
ficient ; and is, therefore, not to be commended.'’ 

lie prefers the posterior method, accomplished without me¬ 
chanical aids other than a couple of Doyen's forceps, and uses 
line I’agenslecher thread for sutures. 

Diagnosis, direct and differential, receives brief but clear 
mention. In speaking of distinguishing an hour-glass contrac¬ 
tion dose to the cardia from an obstruction of the lower end of 
the <esophagus with the common symptom of regurgitation of 
food, he says, " If the bougie passes over sixteen inches from the 
teeth, the obstruction does not lie in the stomach.” Should not 
one read "(esophagus”? 
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The facts of the author's experience and his deductions are 
so convincing that one is almost persuaded to submit every case 
of gastric ulcer to the benefits of posterior gaslro-enterostoiny. 

I[i.N'iiv Goonwtx Wkhstrk. 

Tiik Phactu ai. Aiti.icatiox oi- -run Roxroitx Pays ix Tiikka- 
l'KUTIC'S AXI) DlAGXOSlS. liv WlfJ.IAM Al.l.KN l’ltSKY, A.M., 
M.D., Professor of Dermatology in the University of Illi¬ 
nois; and Eugkxk W. Cai.dwki.i., B.S., Director of the 
Edward N. Gibbs X-Ray Memorial Laboratory of the Uni¬ 
versity and Bellevue Hospital Medical College, Xew York. 
8vo, pp. 591. Philadelphia: \V. 15 . Saunders & Co., 1903. 

Part I of the present work is devoted to X-ray apparatus and 
its use in diagnosis. E. W. Caldwell, the author of this part, 
presents chapters on X-ray tubes, induction coils and controlling 
apparatus, static machines, fluoroscopy, radiography, etc. Ills 
discussion of X-ray tubes is interesting, but at the same time 
leaves one in doubt as to the superiority of one or the other forms 
of tubes, lie slates that any of the ordinary forms of tubes may 
be used for therapeutic purposes, definition is a matter of no im¬ 
portance whatever, and the regulation of the vacuum need not 
be so accurate as is necessary for fluoroscopic and radiographic 
work. Such a statement to the uninitiated is quite confusing, 
and should be further qualified. 

Part II has been prepared by W. A. Pusey, and takes up the 
therapeutic application of X-rays, 'flic author has digested care¬ 
fully the experience of others, and reports in detail many cases of 
his own, with good illustrations of cases before, during, and after 
treatment with the X-rays. The chapters on Tuberculosis and 
similar diseases, and Carcinoma in its various forms, are espe¬ 
cially interesting and valuable. 

The two parts of the book are distinct the one from the 
other,—the mechanics of the subject being considered from the 
stand-point of an electrician, and the therapeutics from the stand- 
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point of a physician. This fact in itself adds to the importance 
of the work, and makes it more practical. 

Paul Monkoi-: Pilcher. 

A I.AiioH.vroKv Text-Book ok Em iikyoi.ooy. l!y CirAiu.ES 
Skoowick .Minot, LI..I)., D.Sc., Professor of Histology and 
Human Embryology in the Harvard Medical School. 8vo, 
pp. 380. Philadelphia: P. lllakiston’s Son & Co., 1903. 

Embryology is primarily a laboratory study; its facts can 
be acquired only by spending hour after hour, day in and day 
out, dissecting, drawing, sectioning, and reconstructing. This 
the student must do; but he should also, as Professor Minot 
remarks, continually pass “ beyond the direct observations to 
the conceptions which they justify, and which underlie many 
important branches of science which are related to, and in large 
part dependent upon, embryology;” such branches, for example, 
as morphology, systematic zoology, general biology, and pathol¬ 
ogy. In view of these interrelations, the first chapter of the book 
is devoted to “General Conceptions,” comprising the following: 
the morphologic and embryologic characteristics, and the chief 
modifications, of the vertebrate type; a brief summary of em¬ 
bryologic development; cylomorphosis, including the processes 
of simple growth, differentiation, regression, and degeneration; 
an explanation of the general significance of the primal germ- 
layers; the relations of surface to mass; germ-cells as distin¬ 
guished from somatic-cells; the theory of heredity; and the law 
of recapitulation. In Chapter II is explained “the early develop¬ 
ment of mammals," including the characteristics of the sexual 
elements; the maturation, impregnation, and segmentation of 
the ovum; the development of the germ-layers and the subse¬ 
quent differentiation of their cells into the anlagen of the body 
tissues and organs. Chapter 111 deals with the development of 
the human embryo as a whole, from the time of appearance of 
the medullary plate to the end of the fourth month; Chapter IV. 
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covering more than no pages, with the study of pig embryos, 
chiefly by means of serial sections and reconstructions; and 
Chapter V, with the study of young chick embryos by the same 
methods. Chapter VI comprises the study of the blastodermic 
vesicle of the rabbit and the mitotic changes occurring in the 
ovum of the white mouse; and Chapter VII treats of the his¬ 
tology of the human uterus, its histologic alterations during 
menstruation and pregnancy, and of the human beta! appendages. 
The hook is completed by a chapter (VI 11 ) on embryologic 
methods and a useful index. 

In every page of the hook there is evidence of that scientific 
exactness, caution, and experience which arc characteristic of 
its author. Such a hook could not he written save by one who, 
like Professor Minot, had devoted years to painstaking re¬ 
search and teaching of the subject: and there is little doubt that 
students of embryology, be they instructors or undergraduates, 
who have striven, by means of their laboratory appliances and the 
ordinary descriptive text-hooks, to form adequate concepts, not 
merely of sections and reconstructions, but of what these signify, 
will thoroughly appreciate the aid obtainable from this hook; for 
it is not a mere laboratory guide, but a manual for use in the 
interpretation of laboratory data. 

Of the 218 illustrations, 147 are original; many of these are 
full-page plates, and all are exquisitely executed. 

Jolt x C. C.\iu>wta.i.. 

Ai'Pi.ikd St i«acAi, A.vato.mv, ui:<;io.\.\i.i.y i'ui:si:xti:i>. For the 

Use of Students and Practitioners of Medicine. I!v <ii:ol«a-: 

Wooi.sky, A. 11 ., M.l). New York and Philadelphia: l.ea 

Brothers it Co., 11J02. 

The author does not claim originality for his hook, but at 
the same time he has used good judgment in the selection of his 
facts, and has introduced many important surgical principles 
which make the book eminently practical and useful to the 
surgeon. 
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It is designed for both clinical and didactic purposes, and 
will be a valuable aid to Ibe student, in that it helps to fix in 
the mind the essential features of anatomy in a practical way, 
and is well termed Applied Anatomy. 

It does not differ from most works on this subject ill its 
arrangement; each region of the body is taken up in order, and 
the relation of the anatomy to the various morbid processes is 
duly considered. 

The discussion of fractures of the base deserves special men¬ 
tion. It presents clearly and concisely both the pathological and 
clinical characteristics of these lesions. 

The author has, in this volume of 500 pages, presented a 
work well worthy of careful study. 

Paul M. 1’ii.cnnit. 

Transactions or tiii: Amkuicax Sukoicai. Association. Vol. 

xx. Kdited by Uiciiauo II. IIaimt:, M.D., Recorder, 1902. 

As the years go by, medicine and its representing societies 
have become more systematized and established ; and we have 
arrived at the stage of development in America when wc may look- 
backward as well as forward. We have traditions as well as 
ambitions. Historical matters in medicine are receiving more 
and more attention. Annual addresses and presidential addresses 
before medical societies are dealing with history more than ever 
before. This is because there is more history to deal with, because 
we are developing a pride in our medical history, and because the 
value of the past as an index of the future is more fully recognized 
in its relation to medicine. 

An instructive example of this is found in the opening chap¬ 
ter of this volume,—the address of the President, Dr. l)e Forest 
Willard. In this address the speaker reviews the history of this 
society, lie calls attention to the first volume of its transactions 
issued in 188,5. That was only twenty years ago; but let us see 
what changes this short time has wrought in our surgery. Lap- 
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arotomy was then a rare operation. Listerism ami the antiseptic 
surgery were struggling for recognition. The following sen¬ 
tences have been taken front this first volume of 1883'• “ May we 
not be mistaken in regard to the fact that micrococci produce 
suppuration ?” “ 1 have always been a consistent anti-Listeric sur¬ 
geon; I have never treated a single wound bv closure after the 
Listcrian plan.” - “if it were true that unfavorable symptoms 
which follow certain operations are due to the presence of bac¬ 
teria in the wound or in the blood, then the I.isteriau plan, in mv 
opinion, is the wrong one; it cannot succeed." “ I do not think 
that Listerism is going to die; it is dead; few surgeons will long 
continue to use it." Another surgeon is quoted as saying, “ I am 
satisfied that this theory of microscopical organisms is not the 
correct one.” “ There are Fellows in this Association who are 
ready to raise their bands and thank (iod that they have never 
witnessed the application of Listerism, nor used it." 

In 1885, two years later, Sir Joseph Lister was elected an 
honorary Fellow of the American Surgical Association. 

The volume before us contains a splendid collection of scien¬ 
tific papers. In the paper of Park's on perforating gunshot wound 
of stomach and liver with posterior drainage and recovery is 
shown the value of drainage in these cases, i latte and Stewart 
have a paper in which is reported a case of severed spinal cord, 
treated by suture, in which a partial return of function was 
secured. This paper gives a full reference to the bibliography of 
the subject. In the discussion of this subject. Dr. F.stes adds 
two cases from his own experience. 

Dr. Moore presents a paper showing why the perineal route 
is preferable to the suprapubic route in prostatic surgery, both 
from anatomical and technical reasons. The discussion of this 
subject brings out the general consensus in favor of perineal pros¬ 
tatic operations, and presents the whole subject in its most ad¬ 
vanced light. This is the department of surgery which has made 
advances of the greatest importance during the past two years. 
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Another sij^n of the advancement of American surgery are 
the papers by Drs. Burrell, of Boston, and Bryant, of New York, 
on the teaching of surgery. These papers and discussions show 
a new interest in this subject, and the broad views and well- 
advanced grasp of our teachers of surgery. 

In the same sense, we may call attention to the papers on 
hospital construction, management, and methods of preserving 
records, by Drs. Y'ander Veer, Mosher, Blunter, Richardson, and 
Kiting. Dr. Vander Veer takes the Albany Hospital for his text, 
and considers the whole subject in a broad and instructive manner, 
lie begins with the ground and the site, and discusses in turn 
all of the phases of hospital development,—the endowment, the 
finances, the character of the buildings, the building materials, 
and the administration of the hospital's affairs. 

In a paper on gaslro-cnterostomy, Dr. William J. Mayo dis¬ 
cusses ninety-eight gastro-enterostomies. lie speaks of his 
inability to offer an explanation of the frequency of lung compli¬ 
cations following these operations. Stress is laid upon the im¬ 
portance of making the stomach opening at the most depend¬ 
ent part of the greater curvature. Dr. Finney reports a new 
method of pyloroplasty. The discussion on these papers brings 
out the advantages and disadvantages of the various methods of 
gaslro-cnterostomy. 

The paper on the surgical treatment of tuberculosis of the 
peritoneum by Dr. Ochsner shows that this operation has not 
fulfilled the expectations of earlier operators. lie finds that oper¬ 
ation is ot value chiefly, and almost solely, for the evacuation of 
fluid. 

Dr. Mctiraw has a paper on splenectomy for leuktemic 
enlargement, in the discussion of which Dr. Richardson refers 
to a successful operation for this condition. 

Dr. Murray reports a case of acute suppurative pancreatitis, 
in which report is given a careful analysis of the lluid secreted 
through the fistula remaining after operation. 



474 


UKVIKWS or HOOKS. 


Drs. 1 lartc and Willson report cases of carcinoma limited 
to the vermiform appendix, and discuss their relation to appen¬ 
dicitis. 

Abdominal hysterectomy is discussed from the surgical stand¬ 
point bv Dr. Deaver. It is a fortunate thing that this subject is 
occasionally treated to some real surgical consideration: it seems 
to have a wonderfully clearing effect upon the perturbed gynaeco¬ 
logical atmosphere. 

Aeetonremia following acute appendicitis is discussed by Dr. 
lirewer, who reports a case of this condition. In the discussion, 
Dr. Deaver contends that the case reported was nothing more or 
less than a case of sepsis. 

Dr. Rixford reports two eases of exophthalmic goitre treated 
by operation. Dr. Roberts contributes the report of a case of 
excision of the lumbar lymphatic nodes and spermatic vein for 
malignant disease of the testicle. 

In a paper upon the intluence of the Khntgen ray upon the 
different varieties of sarcoma, Dr. Coley expresses his belief that 
(his is a strong reason for believing in the parasitic origin of this 
disease, lie concludes that the X-ray has a remarkably inhibitory 
action upon the growth of all forms of tumor, and especially upon 
the sarcomata. Some cures, which, indeed, if they are cures, 
seem wonderful. In the discussion of this subject. Dr. (ierster 
throws light upon the question by calling attention to the fact 
that before the serum treatment was used and before the X-ray 
every surgeon had seen so-called sarcomata disappear. I'.smarch 
has recorded a number of cases of the spontaneous disappearance 
of sarcoma, lie also calls attention to the good that iodide of 
potash is well known to have in supposed cases of sarcoma. In 
this same line we are all familiar with the large number of cases 
reported cured a few years ago with arsenic.—and this, loo, in 
the hands of men of high medical standing. 

Dr. Fowler discusses, in an excellent paper, the vicious circle 
following gaslro-eutcrostomy. and describes a new operation for 
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the prevention of this accident. The operation devised by Dr. 
Fowler consists in a gastro-enterostomv with entero-entcrostomv, 
to which is added an occlusion of the proximal limb of the gut 
near the stomach, which thus makes the vicious circle a mechani¬ 
cal impossibility. 

This volume also contains papers on the operation for pros¬ 
tatic abscess by l)r. Eansoholf; the implantation of silver filigree 
for the closure of large hernias by l)r. Meyer; the question of 
the treatment of the inllamed gall-bladder the same as the in- 
llamed appendix by Dr. Hark; shortening of the radius in fracture 
of the lower end of that bone by Dr. howler; cysts in connection 
with the teeth by Dr. Oliver; arleriorrhaphy for the cure of 
aneurism, with a report for four cases successfully treated bv this 
method of operation, by Dr. Matas; the present status of the 
X-ray as a means of diagnosis and as a therapeutic agent by Dr. 
I’evan; morcellement and bisection of the uterus in complicated 
abdominal hysterectomy by Dr. MacDonald; myomectomy versus 
hysterectomy by Dr. McC'osh; the choice between the suprapubic 
and the infrapubic methods of reaching surgical lesions of the 
pelvic organs by Dr. Richardson; the abdominal route for ap¬ 
proaching rectal tumors by Dr. Abbe. 

This volume contains also an index of Volumes i to xx, rep¬ 
resenting the transactions of this society for the past twenty-two 
years. 

Jam ns R. Wauiiassk. 


Tm; Huai Tin; or Oisstktuii's r.v Amkuicax Aitiiohs. F.dited 
by (Tiaki.ks Ikwktt, M.D., Professor of Obstetrics and 
(iyntecology in the Long Island College Hospital, llrooklyn, 
Xew York. Xew (second) edition, revised and enlarged. 
,Svo, pp. 775. 

In this second edition this important work has been mate¬ 
rially enlarged and in many parts rewritten. 
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A new chapter on (lie operation of version lias been added 
by John O. Polak, of 1 ‘rooklyn, and, while little that is new is 
added to the technique of an operation probably centuries old, 
the chapter is of especial value by reason of the practical treat¬ 
ment of the subject and the illustration of the various stops in 
the procedure by photographic reproductions of the operation as 
it actually occurs with the use of a fietus, a half-pelvis, and the 
hand of the operator. 

In obstetric surgery, the greatest advances have been made 
in recent years, and Hunter Robb, of Cleveland, in two of several 
chapters in this section, describes the plastic perineal operations 
and the Ctesarean section, the I Vin o operation, and symphysi¬ 
otomy in a manner which merits commendation. With the pro¬ 
gressive and continued improvement in the technique and results 
of the Ctesarean operation, this has superseded as the operation of 
choice both the Porro and symphysis procedures. Hysterectomy 
is not as essential to-day as it was formerly because of the better 
results with the Ctesarean section, the application of symphysi¬ 
otomy seems now to he limited to those cases where labor has 
actually begun, and therefore a just estimate of the proportion 
of passage to passenger can be made, and where, with a true 
conjugate of not less than three inches, but little more room is 
needed to effect a delivery. Craniotomy, too, has to be weighed 
in the balance; and if the mother's condition is so precarious that 
one of the major sections would probably cause her death, the 
crushing operations should not be restricted to a dead child. The 
steps of the Ctesarean section, illustrated in a manner similar to 
those of version, just mentioned, would enhance the value of the 
descriptive matter. 

The index is unusually complete, nearly 5000 titles being 
classified; but the list of the plates and engravings is omitted, 
and with nearly 500 illustrations, many of them new, of excep¬ 
tional interest, and accurate reproduction, this omission makes 
them difficult to find and lessens their value. 
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This particular volume is essentially a Brooklyn production. 
I)r. Jewett, and his associates, Drs. Browning, Bristow, Bartley, 
Dickinson, de Forest, Hyde, Polak, and Van Cott, all on the 
leaching staff of the Long Island College Hospital, have each 
contributed in a greater or less degree to the sum total of the 
work so ably edited by Dr. Jewett. 

I Il'.XliV I’, me I'okcht. 



